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GENTLEMEN, 


N Addreſs has lately been made 
to you þy one of your Order, 
y with ſome Propoſals for raiſing 
nd eſtabliſhing a Fund, by the Aid of 
Parliament, to make a Proviſion for your 
Widows and Children. The preſent Ad- 
| dreſs comes alſo from one of your Or- 
der; who, after having ſeriouſly confi- 
dered the Scheme laid before you, thinks 
it liable to many and great Objections ; 
that it would prove a Burthen and Griev- 
ance to Particulars, without anſwering 
„% any 
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any general good End ; ; Xe” that it is not 
at all calculated to be a Proviſion for the 
Widows and Orphans of -the poorer 
Clergy. He is ready however to do all 
Juſtice to the ingenious Author, in ac- 

knowledging his Abilities and in beliey- 
ing the N of his Intentions. 


Tux Deſign of the preſent Addreſs is 
no other than to point out a Method, by 
Which all the Clergy may be enabled to 
live reputably and uſefully in their ſeveral 


Stations, and be put into a Capacity of 
making a decent and comfortable Provi- 


75 ſion fot themſelves and their Families, 


4 A Deſign This, you will without the 


leaſt Heſitation, and with the greateſt 

Unanimity, own to be an excellent and 
worthy one. And ſurely it ought to be 
attended to, in the firſt Place; ſeeing it 

is always more prudent and charitable to 
| 45 if poſſible, dreadful Calamities 
2 * than merely to relieve 
LS and 
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and ſupport under them. If any Scheme 


therefore can be thought upon, which 


will, fully, or in a conſiderable Degree, 


effect this; it is to be hoped, it will 


meet with not only your inward Appro- 


bation, but your hearty Conſent and Con- 


currence: eſpecially if it be a plain, ſim- 


ple, obvious one; if no material Objec- 
tions can be made to it; if no Inconve- 


niences can be foreſeen to reſult from it; 


if, on the contrary, it has been long and 


earneſtly wiſhed for by the beſt and tru- 
eſt Members and Friends of the Church 
of England; and the Want of it has ever 


been a Stumbling- block to thoſe who - 


are without, and given Handle to Infi- 
dels and Libertines, to reproach and vi- 


lify our whole Order. The following 


Scheme, it is preſum'd, is of ſuch a 
Nature; ſo that by your Compliance 


with it, and vigorous Endeavours to have 
it carried into Execution, you will take 
away from thoſe, who wiſh ill to our 


B 2 Sion, 
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Sion, a main Topic of T riumph and In- 
- ſult; you will ſhew yourſelves to be in 
. earneſt in your Profeſſions of Zeal for the 
Honour of Religion in general, and of 
the Church of England in particular; 
and conſequently will do the greateſt Ho- 
nour to yourſelves. ' And for your far- 
ther Encouragement; you need not doubt 


of Succeſs in an Application to Parlia- 


ment, if unanimouſly and heartily made 
by You, for their Aid in ſo laudable and 
| generous a Deſign, You will receive, 
befides; for You will merit, Praiſe and- 
Thanks; I had almoſt ſaid, from all the 
Patiſhes, I make not however the leaſt 
Scruple of ſaying, from the Families of 
all the poor Cry, in the Kingdom. 


Lav the Scheme now e be fa- - 
voured with your Attention and Concur- 
rence, let it be once tried and ſuffered to 

have its proper Effect, and it will, the 
a an believes, ſuperſede all other 

viethods 
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Methods of providing for the Clergy, 
and for their Widows and Orphans; and 
all other Methods, without this, will 
be inſufficient for the Purpoſe. 


| But as the moſt promiſing Schemes do 
not always anſwer in Fact, if the pre- | 
ſent one, after having operated for ſome _ 


Years, ſhould not be found fully to pro- 


vide for all the real Wants of the Clergy, 
and to put all of them into a Capacity of 
making, with proper Management and 
Oeconomy, without which no Proviſions | 
wio.ll be found effectual, a reputable Fi- 

__  gurein Life themſelves, and leaving their 
 . Families in eaſy and comfortable Circum- 
ſtances, then it will be Time enough to 
apply to Parliament for their Aid in raiſ- 
ing and eſtabliſhing a Fund for our Wi- 
dovs and Orphans. Then an Applica- 


tion may be made with Propriety, and 


With reaſonable Hope of - Succeſs: but 


unleſs we be willing to do what lies in 


our 


: 
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F 


O43 | 
our Power towards obtaining -what we 
profeſs to have ſo much at Heart, and 
to try the Experiment what may be done 
to make the Clergy eaſy and happy with 
the generous and ample Proviſion already 
made for them, with what' Decency can 
we petition the Parliament for freſh 
Funds? Or what Ground of Hope that 
they will intereſt themſelves at all in our 
Affairs, except it be to oblige us to do 
our Duty, and to ſubmit, whether we 
| like it or not, to certain uſeful and neceſ- 

fary Regulations in the Conſtitution and 
Government of the Church? As ſuch 
the Author humbly propoſes the follow- 
ing ones. 


i That from and after the 4 
Day of LR, no Mi- 
niſter of the Church of England poſ- 


ſeſſed of any Benefice whatever, that 


bas the Cure of Souls annexed to it, 
be it Rectory, Vicarage, Parochial Cha- 


To] - 


pel, Chapel of Eaſe Ge. or of any 


School, or Lectureſhip; and which is 
above the clear yearly Value of Fifty 


Pounds, ſhall be admitted to any other 


Benefice whatever, that has the Cure of 


Souls annext to it, be it Rectory, Vica- 


rage, Parochial Chapel, Chapel of Eaſe, 


| &c. or to any other School, or Lecture- 


ſhip; and which is above the clear year- 
ly Value of Thirty Pounds; unleſs he 
firſt reſign the Benefice, School, or Lec- 
tureſhip he is already poſſeſſed of; ot, 
in Default of ſuch Reſignation, it ſhall 
become ipſo facto void. 


II. Trar any Clergyman may how- 
ever be admitted to, and hold along with 


L his Rectory, Vicarage, &c. any other Rec- 


tory, Vicarage, &c. not above the clear 


| yearly Value of Thirty Pounds; provid- 


ed the ſaid Church, Chapel, School, or 


Lectureſhip, as the Caſe ſhall happen, 


be not above fix Statute-miles diſtant 


fr Olm ; 5 


| from is other Church, nor 


School. 


III. maar if. this Church, Chapel, 
School, or Lectureſhip, which is not 


above the clear yearly Value of Thirty 
Pounds, ſhould be hereafter augmented, 


by the Queen's Bounty, or by any o- 


ther Means, to above the clear yearly 
Value of Thirty Pounds, he ſhall rer. 
ſign, within twelve Months at the far- 


theſt, ſuch augmented Church, Chapel, 
School, or Lectureſhip; or elſe, his o- 


ther Church, Chapel, School, or Lec- 
tureſhip, ſhall be 1% facto void; and 


all the Profits of the void Church, 
Chapel, School, or Lectureſhip, ſhall 


belong, and go, to the next Incumbent, 5 
from the Time of its ſo becoming 
e * 


ii ae 


IV. THAT in any Church or Cha- 


Me- : 


ad Ae 4 


| 7 or where there is an en- 
dow'd Vicarage, Curacy, or Lecture- 


ſhip, any Clergyman may be admitted 


to hold ſuch, Medieties, or ſuch en- 

L dow d. Vicarage, Curacy, or Lectureſnip 
her, tho ach of them be above 

dee yearly Wage of F ity Pounds. 


5 2779 { 


V. Tein any e e ma bis | 


e 90. hold together two or more 


Læctureſhips, though each of them 


be of the clear yearly Value of Fifty 


| Pounds; ; provided they be upon different 


Days, or. if apon the ſame Day, at dif- 


ferent Hours; ſo that he be able with 
Eaſe and Convenience to do himſelf i in 


Fate the OW of them all. 


A * , * 


. _ Tuar every. | Miniſter hall be 


* — * * 


obliged to refide in the Pariſh or Cha- 


pelry, where he is Rector, Vicar, or 


Curate; provided there be a Houſe be- 


longing to his Church or Chapel; pro- 


| vided alſo the ſaid Miniſter have not an 
| „ en- 


(1 x 
exidow'd'Schoot too; for then muſt 1 
n reſide Where his ee 18. 
ee 38 e 
VII. Thr if there ws no Houſe ” 
| betoilptl' to his Church or Chapel, he 
may lire in any neighbouring Town or 
Village; provided ſuch Town or Village 
be not above the Diſtance of ſix Sta- 
1 1 his Church of R | 


VIII. Tür the! foregoing Articles 
reſpecting Reſidence” ſhall not be con- 
ſtrued to extend to Chaplains to his Ma- 
jeſty, or any of the Royal Family; to 
real, and not merely nominal, Dome-- 
ſtic Chaplains to an Archbiſhop, Biſhop, 
or Nobleman; to Chaplains in the Na- 
vy, or Army; to reſident Fellows in ei · 
ther of the Univerſities; or to reſident 
Members of a Cathedral rere | 
Church. 202 leid oo On 
ee eee a em) eee, this 
* erer Geyleif gg, art} 
Js by t _ . Article ſhall be ex, 
. 0 empted 
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empted from conſtant Reſidence upon 


his Cure, be exhorted by his Biſhop. or 


Ordinary to viſit it and preach there as 
often as Ae e nr be. 


1 


X. 2 every fuch 58 | 


who does not actually reſide upon his 


Cure, nor within fix Statute-miles from 


his Church or Chapel; (for in caſe he 


reſides within that Diſtance and ſerves : 
his Cure himſelf, he ſhall be deemed to 
reſide upon it; ) be obliged | to ker a 


refident woe ate, 


XI. THAT every ſuch Cha all 


= allow and pay to ſuch his Curate at leaſt 


Forty Pounds per Annum. in four 
* and equal Payments. | 


XII. Twas if the OA yearly Value 5 


of his Church or Chapel exceed an 


Hundred Pounds, he ſhall then allow 5 
and pay to his Curate, in the ſame 
n Fifty Pounds per Aunum, but 

| I SI AR e ee at; tA 


is 2 — — s 
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if it exceeds an Hundred and Fifty 
Pounds, then ſhall he allow and pay 
Sixty Pounds per Annum; if it execeds 
Two Hundred Pounds, then ſhall he al- 

low and pay to his Curate Seventy Pounds 
N Annum ; z and 1 in we 24 

XII. Tuar every 1 e pro- 
moted to the Dignity of Archdeacon, 

ſhall conſtantly reſide within his Arch- 
deaconry ; and upon his Living or Cute, 
: if Peſſeſs d of one. e 


XIV. Tuar every «pins OY 
ding upon his Living or Cure, and 
who, on account of his Health, the 
Extent of his Pariſh, Greatneſs of his 
Duty, and the like juſt Cauſes, ſhall 
chuſe to have an Aſſiſtant Curate ; he 
ſhall allow and pay to ſuch his Curate 
in four equal and Quartefly Payments, . 
if the eleat yearly Value of his Living 
or Cure do not exceed one Hundred 
: Pounds; wech er but if the 
22> 7 Rn | 888 clear 
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clear yearly Value of his Living or 
Cure do exceed one Hundred Pounds, 
it ſhall then be left to the Diſcretion of 


the Biſhop or Ordinary to augment the 
"ſaid Curate's Salary, in Proportion to 


the ſaid clear yearly Value, the Diffi- : 
culty and Laboriouſneſs of the Cure, 


and other Circumſtances; provided 
the Aſſiſtant Curate's Salle do not 
exceed the clear earl 3 Form of Eighty 
Pounds. IT 7 


XV. Tur no Curate mall at any : 


Time be diſcharged and removed from 
| his Cure, but with the Knowledge and 


Leave of, and upon juſt and lawful 


Cauſes to be approved by, the h 
85 or FOR. e ron 


XVI. THAT every Clergyman, who, 
after the Wien; Day of 


gittvic4 214 2 hall bb adtained to any 


: Rectory Vicarage, 'indow'd Chapel, Cu- 
doch a per or _— ſhall tran- 
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Months after ſuch Alteration made. - 


; n his * on a faid Ree- i 


6261 4 


mit, within Fourteen Months at the 


fartheſt after his Admiſſion, to the Bi- 


ſhop or Ordinary a true and faithful Ac- 
count of the clear yeatly Value of the 
ſame, atteſted by the Church or Chapel 
Wardens and three oy the Rede In- 
habitants. e 3 


i 


XVIL Tak this ſhall be done from : 


Time to Time as' the clear yearly Value 


of the ſaid Living, Chapel, or Indow- 


ment, ſhall happen by any Means to be 


augmented or diminiſhed, within fix 


= 


XVIII. Tram if it ſhall at any Time 


appear that any Clergyman hath given in 
a falſe Account, and with an evident In- 
tention to deceive, every ſuch Clergy- 
man ſhall forfeit and pay the Sum of 


and over and above, 


| 1 and every Vear, warns "Foy 


Days after the Feaſt of oP 


| tory, 


5 71. 1 
| tory, Vicarage, endow'd Chapel Ge. a a 
Sum of Money equal to the Sum by 
which the clear yearly Value exceeds 
that 1 was 4 n in 1 by him. 


XIX. Tuar all nch Sums of Money 
be paid into the Hands of the Biſhop or 


. Ordinary, to be by him applied, with the 


Advice and Conſent of the Dean, Arch- 
| deacon, and two of the Prebendaries or 
Canons of the Dioceſe, in the firſt Place, 
to the making Compenſation to the Cu- 
rate for any Loſs or Damage He may 

have ſuſtain'd by ſuch falſe Account; 
and afterwards to' the Relief of any of | 
the poorer Clergymen within the Dio- 
. Cele, or the Widows and Orphans of 

ſuch. 


XX | Taar no Profits, Emoluments, 
or Perquiſites of any Sort ſhall come 
into the Account of the clear yearly Var 
lue, but fych only as, Ay, be ge de- 
ne 

XXI. 


+: a > 5 
2 Netie abt 10 tit. 
XI Tuar neither ſhall the tn 
Out-houſing and Gardens, where the 
_  Clergyman reſides, nor five Acres of 
Lands belonging to the ſame and ocau- 
pied by len, be e the Ro- 


count. „ bed ce ctdic g baton uni bat) 
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XXII. e any Cler gan, who i 
already, or may be, admitted to two or 
more Churches, Chapels, Ge, bee che 5 
Day en 
1 | Gall — ſuffered | to hold and enjoy the 
© 16. Y ſame, as at preſent, during his Life; any 
1 1 thing ir in theſe Articles notwithſtanding, 


9113 


| | XXIII Taar "ample Compenſation | tbe 
„ © made to any ſuch Clergyman who ſhall, ; 
8 N voluntarily a and of his own, NS 2 
* form to the e e by beſtow: 75 
| ing upon hin ſe ome. ccle 
or  Sinecure e 


— School he 5 quit, 25. A any BE he 
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may ſuffer by ſuch his N Con- 
nn, 


Tuts e are not atk to 
_ perfect Model of what might and 
ought to take place. They are ſuggeſ- 
ted and offered only as Hints to be al- 
tered, improved upon, digeſted, and put 
into proper Form, when and as the Le- 
giſature ſhall think fit. And they are laid 
before you, my Reverend Brethren, with 
all Humility, and Deference to your bet- 
ter Judgments, and with moſt earneſt. 
Deſires that you will take them into your 
moſt ſerious and impartial Conſideration; 
that you will examine each of them ſe- 

parately and carefully; that in your Ex- 
amination you will attend to the Spirit 
and Intention of them, and not merely 
to the Expreſſions, Form, and Method 
in which they are drawn up; and that 
you will nat ſuffer yourſelves to be g- 
verned by any other Conſiderations, than 


how the Good of Religion, and the true 
D Honour 


1 2% 


Honour 4 Intereſt of your Order _ 
be affected by them, | 


Tur Author has piepokly Ga TY 
his Name, that none of you might be, in 
the leaſt Degree imaginable, biaſſed, ei- 
ther in Favour or Dis favour of them, by 
his real or ſuppoſed Weight and Conte 
quence in the Church, on the one Hand; 
or by his Want of Influence, and the 
Lowneſs and Obſcurity of his Station, 
on the other. Whoever he is, you will 
do him Juſtice in believing that as he is 
himſelf a Clergyman, ſo he thinks very 
reſpectfully of the Office, deems it an 
honourable and important one, has truly 
aqad2⁊t heart the Intereſt and Dignity of his 
64 Order i in general, and wiſhes well to each 
5 you in particular. You will accordingly 
_ obſerve that how ardently ſoever he may 
deſire to ſee tlie above, vi r ſuch like Re- 
gulations take place, they being in his 
Opinion, very neceſſary ones; he has 
; Propoſed that all ſuch Regulations ſhall 
%% look 


— 
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| book forwards, and not be conſtrued to 
extend to any Clergymen who may be 
poſſeſſed of more Benefices than one be- 
En .  .,- Dayof. 


None 4 5 it i TP) will bare 
SH the leaſt Reaſon to complain of them, or 
take Occaſion to inveigh againſt them 
and the Author, as if an Attempt was 
5 made to deprive the Clergy of their le- 
gal Properties and Poſſeſnons, or to oh 
ſen their proven Incomes, 


You will re too, that 15 is n 
Common: place Declaimer againſt Plura- 
lities and Non-refidence. On the con- 
trary, he allows of both where the Exi- 
gencies and real Advantage of the Church 
call for them, or do not plainly for- 
bid them. He cannot, however, help 


thinking that they are abſolutely in- 


| defenſible in numberleſs Caſes, in which 
they are, at preſent, allowed of; in- 
compatible with the Duties of a Muniſter 


* 


1 1 | 
of the Goſpel ; the main, if not the ſole 
Cauſe of the dreadful Diſtreſſes and Mi- 


ſeries, under which, ſo many of the 


Clergy labour; and occaſion the whole 
Body to be reproached as mere ſecular 


and worldly Men, making a Gain of God- 


lineſs, aiming at nothing farther or higher 
than the ingrofling all the Church-Pre- 


ferment they poſlibly can, and commit- 


ing the Care of Souls, which they have 
taken upon them, to Perſons, i it may hap- 
pen indecd, much better qualified for it 
than themſelves, but always to ſuch as 
they can hire the cheapeſt, and very of- 


ten to Perſons utterly unfit to ſerve in the 


Sacred Miniſtry of the Church, and re- 
commended to the Governours of it for 


Orders, on Account of their Forward- | 
neſs to undertake the Management of 


Temporal Concerns, and to do the Du- | 
ty of the Church, as it is called, for a 


much leſs Salary than a Gentleman muſt 
1 give to his Liewaty, or even than the 


Wa ges 
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Wages and Ferquiſtes of a en or 2 
Toben amount to. | 


I xx theſe are Freat Evils and de- 
mand immediate and effoctual Redreſs 
cannot be denied: Whether the Pro- 
poſals nov made would not be high- 
Iy proper amd effectual for the Purpoſe, 

is nnn to your impartial Jadg- 

ments. 5 

I SHALL leave with you one Conſi- 
deration more, and that is, as a Re- 
formation of the Church, in the above 
Reſpects, has long been the Object of 
the hearty Deſires and fervent Pray- 5 
ers of all ſerious Chriſtians; and as it 
is highly reaſonable to expect that the 
Legiſlature will ſome time or other un- 
dertake it; ſo for the Clergy to be the 
firſt in petitioning for it and to unite 
our utmoſt Endeavours to bring it 
about, will be greatly to our Honour. 
We ſhall convince the World that we 
are 
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are touched with the Hardſhips and 
* which many of our Brethren 

feel, by our Readineſs to do every 
Thing in our Power to lighten or re- 
move them; and that we are ſincere A 
Friends. and Well-wiſhers to the 
Church of England, by our Endea- 
vours to improve and perfect it's Con- 
ſtitution, and to . off it's fouleſt 
Blot. | 


